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Introduction

Over the next few weeks students will receive
guidance and support on their choices during their
Well-being lessons. In addition, all Year 8 students
will have an interview with either their form tutor or
a senior member of staff to discuss their choices.

Some students already have clear ideas about what
career path they would like to follow but for those
who are unsure our advice is to choose the subjects
which they enjoy. 

The aim of the options programme is to increase
the opportunities for students to review their
learning and make new choices. An important part
of planning at this stage is for students to also
consider the new subjects that they will choose at
the end of Year 9 where they will have two more
option choices and will be assigned a Science route.
The list printed near the back of this booklet shows
the likely option subjects for Year 10. 

This Options Guidance Booklet has been written for
the student, but we hope that parents and carers
will be able to take time to go through it with them.

If you have any questions or concerns about the
Options process, please contact Form Tutors as
usual and they will ensure that questions are
passed on to the most appropriate member of our
staff.

Mr A Chauhan
Joint Head of Lower College (Curriculum)

The Year 8 curriculum option programme should be seen in the
context of the entire learning experience for the next 4 or 5 years.
Our curriculum offers opportunities for students to choose to study
subjects that they really enjoy whilst maintaining a strong focus on
the development of core skills in numeracy, communication, and
ICT. 
Students will be asked to select pathways and
make academic and free choices which will
determine their individual learning routes.
 
From Year 9 all students will study courses which
lead to qualifications in Maths, English, Science and
PRC. Students are asked to select three option
programmes of study which will also lead to formal
qualifications. Students will complete one of the
qualifications by the end of Year 9 (one-year
option) and the other two will run through to Year
11 (three-year options).

Students will select their two ‘Three Year’ option
choices from two different blocks; one which
allows students to pick a subject from English
Baccalaureate (known as EBacc) subjects and one
from a free choice block that includes Technology
subjects, IT based subjects, Citizenship and Art,
Craft and Design, Humanities and Language
subjects. Students will then have a further
opportunity to choose two more option subjects at
the end of Year 9.

The English Baccalaureate subjects (commonly
known as EBacc) where students have secured a
good GCSE in a range of subjects. These subjects
include:

GCSE English or English Language
GCSE Mathematics
GCSE Combined Science Trilogy, GCSE Biology,
Chemistry and Physics
GCSE French and Spanish 
GCSE History
GCSE Geography

These subjects can provide excellent opportunities
for students to progress to university or college.
Some employers may also place greater emphasis
on these qualifications. Students are encouraged
to consider these recommendations and choose a
balanced choice of study that reflects their
interests and keeps their future opportunities
open.

Return to table of contents
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General Information
English Baccalaureate subjects:

EBacc subjects include English, Maths, Sciences,
Languages, History and Geography. At
Collingwood we believe it is important that you
have both choice and breadth in terms of the
subjects you study, so we have designed the
options choices to ensure that you have a
balanced curriculum that includes EBacc option
subjects and a wide range of academic, free and
vocational qualifications. 

Why have choices?
So far you have studied all the National
Curriculum subjects. It is time to think about what
qualifications you need to pursue your chosen
career and those subjects which you enjoy most. 
You will also be given additional choices at the
end of Year 9 so you will be able to take up more
subjects.

What is compulsory?
You must continue to study Mathematics, English,
Science, ICT, Religious Studies (PRC), Physical
Education and PSHE. PSHE includes Personal and
Social Education, Citizenship and Careers
Education.

What choices do I have to make?
You must choose:

1 option leading to a qualification at the end
of Year 9 (one-year option)
1 option which will be completed at the end of
Year 11 (EBacc subjects – three-year option) 
1 option from a free choice block completed
at the end of Year 11 (three-year option)

Am I guaranteed to be able to study all my
choices?
Courses will only run if there is sufficient demand
and some courses may have a limited number of
places. In addition, we must make sure you have
selected a course which is suitable for you. We will
do our best to make sure that you are able to
study your first choices, but we will ask you to
identify reserve subjects as a backup. We will
contact you if we are unable to offer you your
preferred choices. We aim to confirm your
choices by June 2024.pn

You will also have a personal interview with either
your form tutor or a senior member of staff to
discuss your choices. All these people will help you
make decisions about what you want to study, but
only you can make the final choice.

Before you choose……
Think about your own progress since arriving at
Collingwood. Decide how well you have worked,
achieved, and improved, because this will have an
impact on what courses you choose to study.
 
Consider the following:
Do I enjoy this subject?
If the subject is new, do I know what is involved?
Do my teachers think this is a sensible choice?
Do I feel I know enough about the subject?

Have I considered how this might help me in the
future e.g. entry to the Sixth Form or going into
employment?

Do not choose a subject because:
Your friend is doing the course
You like the teacher
 think it will be easy

How do I make my choices?
Choosing option subjects is an exciting opportunity.
Making the right choice now will ensure a rewarding
and enjoyable experience. 

You will need to talk to lots of people about the
subjects you intend to study:

Your Form Tutor – who will be able to consider
your all-round abilities
Your parents/carers – who know you best of all!
Subject teachers – including teachers of
subjects you may be interested in studying.

Return to table of contents
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General Information continued.....

The range of subjects on offer at Collingwood is
included in this booklet with a description of the
course and the method of assessment. Please
read the booklet carefully before making any
decisions and consider your choices as a three-
year pathway.

A copy of ‘Which Way Now’ Careers booklet, which
contains additional helpful information is available
on Edulink, Noticeboard, Curriculum Information.

OCR Cambridge Nationals
Cambridge Nationals are vocationally related
qualifications that take an engaging, practical, and
inspiring approach to learning and assessment.They
are industry-relevant, geared to key sector
requirements and very popular with students
because they suit such a broad range of learning
styles and abilities. They are well recognised by
employers as well as providing an alternative to
GCSEs. 

Arts Award
The Arts Award is a nationally recognised
qualification available at levels 1, 2 and 3 for young
people between the ages of 11 and 25. An Arts
Award says something unique about you and the
skills you have gained in creativity, communication,
leadership and art form development. You can start
the Arts Award at any level that you are ready for,
and it does not matter what level qualifications you
have done before or after. The Silver is equivalent to
a short course GCSE at grades 1-9.

LAMDA Qualification
LAMDA offer nationally recognised qualifications at
levels 1, 2 and 3.They are available as graded
examinations in a range of disciplines including
Speech, Communication, Performing and Musical
Theatre. Grades 1, 2 and 3 are equivalent to a GCSE
grade 3-1 and Grades 4 or 5 are equivalent to a
GCSE grade 9-4. 

BTEC First Qualifications
BTEC First qualifications are specialist work-related
programmes which have been revised to include an
examined element. You learn by completing projects
and assignments that are based on realistic
workplace situations and activities.

BTEC Firsts are predominantly Level 2 qualifications
graded at Distinction*, Distinction, Merit and Pass.
However, if learners do not achieve a full Pass at
Level 2, they can gain a Level 1 qualification. The
BTEC First Award is equivalent to one GCSE.

What types of qualifications are on offer?

GCSE
These lead to a single GCSE in the subject graded at
1-9.

Vocational Qualifications
These are industry specific qualifications available at
levels 1, 2 and 3. 

In addition, Unifrog is a free online careers
resource which can be accessed on computers
and compatible mobile and tablet devices
wherever there is a live internet connection. All
students have received emails with login details
and have been using Unifrog materials during the
Careers registration sessions. Parents can request
an access code from the college if they would like
to have their own account to view the
information.

Unifrog is accessed at www.unifrog.org and users
will be able to choose Sign in or Reset Password.
Students use their college email address as their
username. Students can use the careers and
subject tools to research future pathways and to
support options choices. 

Return to table of contents
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Exam 
Board

BTEC level 1/2 Tech Award in Art and Design Practice is a vocational related qualification. You will develop skills across
a range of art and design practices using a combination of practical exploration, experimentation and realistic
vocational contexts.

You will have the opportunity to use a range of materials and working methods, including:

BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award 
in Art & Design Practice
One-year option
CAPA Faculty

Component 1 : Creative Practice in Art and Design (60%)
Component 2 : Responding to a brief (40%) 

Careers Link:
Advertising, games,

graphics and publishing, 
architecture and interior design,

fashion, craft and product design.

Is it for me?

This is an exciting course which is equivalent to one GCSE. 
If you are interested and committed to art, then why not
take the Tech Award.  The skills developed through an
education in art and design are integral to many roles
within the creative sector, which is a collection of exciting
and vibrant industries.  See Careers link.

Painting 
Drawing
Printmaking
Mixed media
Computer Aided Design/Photoshop
Photography

Return to table of contents
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This is a creative course that allows you to use a range of media and processes. The course develops practical skills
and provides the opportunity to explore new styles and techniques. You will be inspired by a variety of artists to
develop your own work in a personal and meaningful way. Starting the course in year 9 will give you the opportunity
to improve your skills and have a greater understanding of different styles of art.
 
This is an enjoyable subject with minimum written work as we predominately draw, paint, and create.  Even the exam
is practical. The structure of each topic ensures that all styles of art are covered including Natural, Manmade and
Identity. Home learning is essential to complete this course.

GCSE Art, Craft & Design
Three-year option

CAPA Faculty
Mr A Connell

Assessment Details
Component 1 : Portfolio (60%)
Component 2 : Externally set assignment (40%)

Careers Link:
Games design, graphic

illustration, architecture, interior
design, theatre set or costume

design, animation, arts
administration,fashion design,

hairdressing, make-up

Is it for me?

If you are interested and enthusiastic about the subject,
then why not take GCSE in Art, Craft and Design? If you are
keen to develop creative skills and value expressing your
own ideas, you will find this course both rewarding and
enjoyable. Above all we want students who are keen and
committed and love creating Art.

Exam 
Board

This GCSE allows you to be an artist and
develop your own independent way of
creating art.  You will work in a variety of
ways, including:

Painting 
Drawing
Printmaking
Mixed media
Computer Aided Design / Photoshop
Photography

Return to table of contents
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GCSE Business 
One-year option

TVIBE Faculty

Miss Dillon
Subject Leader of BusinessAssessment Details

Examination: Two examinations worth 50% each

Careers Link:
Most students will work in small,
medium or large companies and

can therefore apply what they
have learnt to their future

careers.

Is it for me?

If you are interested in developing analytical and problem-solving
skills and applying them to real life scenarios, then Business is for
you. You will need a strong work ethic and the ability to reflect on
and improve your performance, just as in the world of work but
also have strong numerical skills for the financial element of the
course. Many students go on to study Business or Economics at A
level. 

Exam 
Board

Business uses a variety of real business contexts to consider
issues and challenges facing entrepreneurs and commercial
organisations. Students can develop as enterprising individuals
with a practical set of key skills, including problem solving and
decision-making, interpreting and analysing data, and more.

As a ONE YEAR course students will need to demonstrate an
exceptional attitude to learning and be prepared to work hard
both in and outside of lessons. 

Topics to be studied include:

Business activity
Marketing 
People 
Operations
Finance
Influences on Business and the interdependent nature of
business

There is no controlled assessment and you will be assessed
through two external exams which focus on:

Business 1 - Business Activity, Marketing and People
Business 2 - Operations, Finance, and Influences on Business

Return to table of contents
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This course is designed to equip students with a wide range of knowledge and skills that are considered essential by
higher education and employers, knowing, and understanding how: -

parliamentary democracy operates within the UK and how government works
the relationship between the state and citizens
laws are made and enforced, and debate some of the most contentious legal issues in the news today
the role and operation of the Criminal Justice System and evaluate its effectiveness at preventing crime
taxes are raised and spent by governments and evaluate the effectiveness of how Governments spend taxpayers’
money

You will learn how to: -

think deeply and critically about a wide range of topical political, social, economic, and ethical issues being
decided by politicians today
critically evaluate the strength of evidence and bias of information presented by politicians and pressure groups
contribute to verbal debates by demonstrating understanding of different viewpoints whilst justifying own
conclusions
influence and liaise with politicians and community groups to effect change in the community

GCSE Citizenship Studies
One OR three year option

Humanities Faculty
 Mr Magness

Head of Social Science
Citizenship, History and Law

Assessment Details
Examination: Two papers 1 hour 45 minutes each – 100%

Careers Link:
Lawyer, Barrister, Police Officer,

Paralegal, Legal Secretary,
Probation Officer, Humanities

Secondary Teacher, Civil Servant,
Local Councillor, and any role

involving community organisation

Is it for me?
The course will particularly interest you if you are adept at
debating issues and take an interest in topical news and a must
for anyone with an interest in Politics and/or the Law. 

Exam 
Board

Students are examined in two papers, with Section 1 of Paper 1 being partly based on a project undertaken in the
community, a project based on the content from the rest of the course, involving the need to influence positions of
power through the planning and execution of an event, which is done in groups. The examinations are designed to
be inclusive, in that there is a small selection of multiple-choice questions to enable all to succeed in achieving a
GCSE, followed by challenging source-based and extended writing questions to ensure academic rigour. 

Return to table of contents
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Examination:    Two exams each worth 50%
                           2 hrs – 90 marks – Computational thinking & Programming
                           1 hr 45 mins – 90 marks – Computing Concepts

GCSE Computer Science
One or three year option
TVIBE Faculty

Mr Powell
Head of Vocational, IT

& Business Education (VIBE)

EBacc subject

Assessment Details

Careers Link:
Engineering, financial and

resource management,
science and medicine.

Is it for me?

Yes, if you are interested in developing critical thinking, analysis
and problem-solving skills and have enjoyed Python, Scratch and
the Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge in Year 7 and 8.
For many, it will be a fun and interesting way to develop these
skills, which can be transferred to other subjects and applied in
day-to-day life. The A Level Computing course would be a
natural progression should you wish to pursue this subject. 

Exam 
Board

Computer Science can be taken as a ONE-YEAR or THREE-YEAR option. This is a course that has real relevance in our
modern world. While many students will no doubt already have some knowledge of computers and related areas, this
course will give them an in-depth understanding of how computer technology works and an exploration of what goes
on "behind the scenes". There is a focus on programming, but no prior knowledge is required. 
 
It is an extremely demanding course and is NOT for every student.  If you are an able mathematician, enjoy problem
solving and seek a level of challenge beyond that of most other GCSE subjects, then Computer Science is for you.   

If opting for the one year option you will need to be a top set maths student and willing to attend one
after College session a week, after May half term for one hour.  This will provide you with the essential
programming skills required to commence the course in September.

Topics to be studied include: 

Components of a computer system 
Data representation 
Computer communications and networking 
Databases and SQL
Programming 

  
The examinations will include a mixture of multiple
choice, short and long answer questions and practical
problem solving, across two papers. One will focus on
computational thinking, code tracing, problem solving
and programming concepts while the other examines
theoretical knowledge. 

Return to table of contents
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Examination:  Written examination 50%
Non-Examined Assessment (coursework): 50%

GCSE Design & Technology
(Product Design) 
Three-year option
TVIBE Faculty

Mr Thomas
Head Design & Technology

Assessment Details 

Careers Link:
Designer, architect,

engineer.

Is it for me?

Are you creative and have a strong imagination? Do you
like to invent things? Are you interested in how products
can improve our lives and solve issues facing society?  Do
you like to make things, get your hands dirty, take things
apart and understand how they work or how they were
made? 

Do you enjoy designing, making card/foam/wood models,
problem solving and creating something out of nothing?
These are the skills that make a great product designer
and best describe the kind of person that would suit this
course.

Exam 
Board

Year 11: The year where you complete your
controlled assessment
The focus of this year will be completing your controlled
assessment project. The briefs will be set in June of year
10 by the examination board. The controlled assessment
will include design work (portfolio of work showcasing your
work), physical modelling, CAD Design work and a practical
prototype.

You will undertake a written examination worth 50% of the
GCSE at the end of year 11 which will test your materials,
manufacturing, and design knowledge.

You will use the knowledge and skills developed through
year 9 and 10.

This course is designed for students who enjoyed their
design and technology projects in year 8 and want to
continue and develop their creative skills in designing and
making. Those students who enjoy the chance to problem
solve. You will be encouraged to be independent, free
thinking designers/students.

Year 9: A year where you learn how to design and
practise making skills.
You will learn a range of designing and practical skills
through a range of projects. You will be encouraged to be
as creative and imaginative as possible and begin to
understand the design process and the stages needed to
complete a successful project. You will also learn the
knowledge needed to design and make products for a
specific client and target market. You will be introduced to
existing designers and design styles as well as the practical
skills needed to make the final product (prototype).

Year 10: The year where you study a broader range
of Technology principles
You will study wider aspects of designing and materials
and manufacturing related to all areas of D&T. You will
learn how other elements, such as, graphic design,
electronics and control, textiles and resistant materials
can be used to enhance and improve your projects. Along
with a more detailed insight in to existing designers and
design styles and more detailed practical skills in making.

You will undertake a mock Non-Examined Assessment
(NEA) design project that is structured around D&T
product design, including a wide range of materials. Return to table of contents
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Examination:  Written examination 50%
Non-Examined Assessment (coursework): 50%

GCSE Design & Technology
(Electronics)
Three-year option
TVIBE Faculty

Mr Thomas
 Head of Design & Technology

Assessment Details 

Careers Link:
Designer, architect,

engineer.

Is it for me?

Are you creative and have a strong imagination? Do you like
to invent things? Are you interested in how products can
improve our lives and solve issues facing society?  Do you like
to make things, get your hands dirty, take things apart and
understand how they work or how they were made? 

Do you enjoy designing, making card/foam/wood models,
problem solving and creating something out of nothing?
These are the skills that make a great product designer and
best describe the kind of person that would suit this course.

Exam 
Board

Year 11: The year where you complete your
controlled assessment
The focus of this year will be completing your controlled
assessment project. The briefs will be set in June of year
10 by the examination board. The controlled assessment
will include design work (portfolio of work showcasing your
work), physical modelling, CAD Design work and a practical
prototype.
You will undertake a written examination worth 50% of the
GCSE at the end of year 11 which will test your materials,
manufacturing, and design knowledge.

You will use the knowledge and skills developed through
year 9 and 10.

This course is designed for students who enjoyed their
electronics projects in year 8 and want to continue and
develop their creative skills in designing and making.   You will
be encouraged to be independent, free thinking
designers/students.  This course will give you the opportunity
to create circuits and programmable systems which can be
turned into smart products to solve real world problems.

Year 9: A year where you learn how to design and
practise making skills
You will learn a range of designing and practical skills through
a range of electronic projects. You will be encouraged to be
as creative and imaginative as possible and begin to
understand the design process and the stages needed to
complete a successful project. You will also learn the
knowledge needed to design and make products for a
specific client and target market. You will be introduced to
existing designers and design styles as well as the practical
skills needed to make the final product (prototype).

Year 10: The year where you study a broader range of
Technology principles
You will study wider aspects of designing and materials and
manufacturing related to all areas of D&T. You will learn how
other elements, such as, graphic design, electronics and
control, textiles and resistant materials can be used to
enhance and improve your projects. Along with a more
detailed insight in to existing designers and design styles and
more detailed practical skills in making.

You will undertake a mock Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)
design project that is structured around D&T product design,
including a wide range of materials.

Return to table of contents
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Examination: Written examination 40%
Internal Assessment: 60% - 2 Internally assessed units each worth 30%

Cambridge National - Engineering
in Manufacture Level 2
Three-year option
TVIBE Faculty

Mr Thomas
 Head of Design & TechnologyAssessment Details 

Careers Link:
The knowledge learned in this

course will prepare students to
study product design, CAD design,

CAM manufacturing, industrial
design or almost any engineering

or creative career path. 

Is it for me?

Have you got an inquisitive mind? 
Do you like solving problems? 
Do you like taking things apart and putting things
back together again? 
Do you like building things? 
Do you like working with machinery, metal and
learning about manufacturing? 
Do you do well in the classroom, but struggle with
exams? 
Do you like the idea of using modern
manufacturing equipment, including 3D printing
and laser cutting as well as learning industry
standard 3D modelling tools? 

If so, this course will suit you!

Exam 
Board

The structure of the course is as follows:

Year 9: A year where you will complete projects that will
teach you skills ready for your Non-Examination
Assessments (NEAs).

The engineering specialism will allow you to build products
that solve problems. In year 9 you will focus on learning
about materials and manufacturing processes by building
physical products and prototypes. You will also spend a
large amount of time working within the workshop and in
the computer suite using computer aided design software
and CAM processes such as 3D printing and laser cutting.
This year ends with the race car challenge where each
students designs, builds and races a car powered by
compressed air. 

Year 10: A year where you complete the two Non-
Examination Assessments (NEAs) and continue so learn
some theory to prepare for your exam.

You will complete both coursework units. Unit R015
focussed on planning and manufacturing a product using
hand skills from metal. This will involve using machines
including Pillar Drills, Centre Lathes and a MIG welder
while documenting the process. Unit R016 follows a
similar pattern using CAD and CAM to create a product
while creating a detailed evidence portfolio. Throughout
year 10, you will be covering a range of theory topics to
help with your final exam. 

Return to table of contents

Year 11: Skills projects and sit the external exam
This year is all about preparing you for the final
exam. Unlike other subjects, the exam content is
taught using hands on skills in the workshop
which helps to embed the knowledge far more
than working solely in a classroom. This will lead to
the final exam sat in June.

16

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/engineering-manufacture-level-1-2-award-certificate-j832-j842/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/engineering-manufacture-level-1-2-award-certificate-j832-j842/


Examination: Written examination 50%
Non-Examination Assessments (NEA): Two tasks undertaken in Year 11.
Task 1 - 15% of final grade, Task 2 - 35% of final grade

GCSE 
Food Preparation and Nutrition 
Three-year option
TVIBE Faculty

Mrs Adya
Lead Teacher

Food Preparation and Nutrition
Assessment Details 

Careers Link:
Product development,

dietetics, teaching, hotel
management, event

management and public
relations.

. 

Is it for me?

If you enjoy problem solving, planning, cooking,
and learning about the relationship between
diet and health as well as developing a key life
skill then this course is for you. You will
undertake practical activities at least once a
week.

Exam 
Board

This course follows an in-depth study of Food preparation
skills and nutrition. The course also includes work on:

Principles of nutrition
Diet and health 
Food commodities 
Food Province
Where food comes from
Cooking and food preparation
The service of food

Year 9: A year where you develop your practical and
theory knowledge

This year is spent developing your basic food preparation
and presentation skills. You will study both macro and
micronutrients and the importance of them in the diet.

Year 10: A year where you develop your Non-
Examination Assessments (NEA) skills

This year is spent developing your skills both practically
and experimentally in preparation for your two NEA tasks
in year 11.Theory work continues to develop your
knowledge on commodities and their providence.

Year 11: The year where you complete your Non-
Examination Assessments (NEAs)

In this year you will complete two pieces of NEA. The first
brief will be issued by the exam board in September of
Year 11 and is an experiment in nature. The second is a
brief that is solved by preparing, cooking, and serving
several dishes that answers the brief. A written portfolio of
work and evidence will support the practical work
undertaken. 

You will undertake a written examination worth 50% of the
GCSE at the end of Year 11.

Return to table of contents
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Component 1 (40%): Written Examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 
Component 2 (30%): Written Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 
Component 3 (30%): Written Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes  

GCSE Geography
Three-year option

Humanities Faculty

Mrs Magness
Head of Geography

EBacc subject

Assessment Details

Careers Link:
Law, architecture, aerospace

engineering, travel and
tourism, journalism,

broadcasting, public services,
education, geo-spatial analyst

– the list is endless!

Is it for me?
Are you concerned about the environment and the world’s
natural resources? 
Are you interested in how different groups of people interact
with one another? 
Do you enjoy visiting and learning about different places? 
Do you like being challenged to make decisions about local,
national and international scale problems? 

If so, then Geography is the subject for you! Geography is part of our
everyday lives, so come and discover the world around you. Exam 

Board

Geography is one of the broadest GCSE courses available. The world in which we live is also likely to change more in
the next 50 years than ever before. Weather patterns are changing, population is growing, people are migrating,
natural resources are becoming scarce, economies are growing, and coastlines are retreating. 

  Geographers will be challenged to:

think creatively about patterns and change
think scientifically by collecting, recording and presenting
data for analysis 
think independently through applying knowledge and
understanding 
consider a range of viewpoints, values, and attitudes on
several key geographical issues
analyse a wide range of data, evidence, and viewpoints.
They will develop the ability to solve problems and justify
their decisions

Component 1 will assess student knowledge on three Geographical themes:

Changing Places - Changing Economies (e.g. rural and urban patterns and change in the UK, urbanisation and
challenges in Global Cities, development and aid)
Changing Environments. (e.g. rivers, coasts, weather and climate change)
Environmental Challenges (e.g. ecosystems, demand and supply of water, desertification)

Component 2 is a problem-solving paper based on the 3 themes from Component 1 

Component 3 will assess Geographical fieldwork in both rural and urban contexts. 

Return to table of contents

Rural Fieldwork in Year 10:    Box Hill, Dorking (compulsory trip - approx £15 - £20)
Urban Fieldwork in Year 11:  Old Dean retail centre (compulsory trip - no cost.  
Enrichment Trip : Residential to Iceland or West Coast USA (optional trip approx £1,700
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Paper 1: 50% written paper, 2 hours
Paper 2: 50% written paper, 2 hours

GCSE History 
Three-year option

Humanities Faculty
Mr Magness

 Head of Social Science 
Citizenship, History and Law

EBacc subject
Assessment Details

Careers Link:
Publisher, work for the

intelligence services, the Civil
Service, banking and finance

work in the tour guide
industry, become a university

lecturer or a teacher.

Is it for me?
History GCSE is the next step for those students who have
particularly enjoyed History lessons in Years 7 and 8. Our aim is to
encourage you to think about how the world around you has
come to be as it is. You will learn to use and judge various kinds of
evidence, such as film, internet research, photographs and
written material; to detect bias, explain what we learn from it and
understand how people and societies change over time. 

 It is a rigorous qualification so a fondness of reading will be
necessary. 

Exam 
Board

This qualification is in two parts, one focusing on the first half of the twentieth century, the other helps students to
understand the history of Britain. We will then view history from a national to global perspective. The 4 sections are:

Understanding the Modern World - Germany, 1890-1945: democracy and dictatorship. This period of study focuses
on the development of Germany during a turbulent half-century of change – the development and collapse of
democracy following the Depression and the rise and fall of Nazism, including the experience of Germans under
the Nazis.

Conflict and tension, 1894-1918. This wider world depth study enables students to understand the complex and
diverse interests of nations and states. It focuses on the causes, nature and conclusion of the First World War and
shows how and why conflict occurred, and why it proved difficult to bring the war to a conclusion. Students will
study the Schlieffen Plan, the Western Front, and other fronts of the War. 
 
Shaping the Nation - Britain: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day. This thematic study will enable
students to gain an understanding of how medicine and public health developed in Britain over a long period of
time. It considers the causes, scale, nature, and consequences of short- and long-term developments, their impact
on British society and how they were related to the key features and characteristics of the periods during which
they took place.

British depth studies including the historic environment – Norman England, c1066-c1100. Students study, in depth
the arrival of the Normans and how they established their rule, considering the conquest, life under the Normans
including castles and the Domesday book and the Norman church. The historic environment is 10% of the overall
course and students will examine a specific site in depth that will enrich their understanding of Norman England.

Return to table of contents
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Assessment Details 
Solo examinations Grades 3 or 5.  Externally examined by LAMDA

LAMDA (London Academy of
Music & Dramatic Art)
One-year option
CAPA Faculty

Mrs Valu
Head of Performing Arts and DramaAssessment Details

Careers Link:
Scriptwriter, actor, 

theatre maker, teacher,
dramatherapist, broadcaster, 

director, events planner
or manager, editor

Is it for me?

If you want to achieve a qualification in performing Drama,
this is the perfect choice for you. You will develop
communication, interpretative, literary, and technical skills
as well as building your confidence and self-esteem. It is a
highly creative and disciplined subject. You will study a wide
variety of topics throughout the year including
Shakespeare, Vocal skills, Movement, Animal Studies as well
as theatrical practitioners such as Stanislavski. LAMDA is a
solo exam, performed to one external examiner in the
Collingwood Drama Studio or Kingston Theatre, so students
must be confident acting alone. 

Exam 
Board

The ONE-year LAMDA offers Level 1 and 2 courses covering grades 1–5. Students will be entered for the appropriate
level and grade, depending on individual ability and progress in class. You will develop a strong, clear voice and good
memory skills by learning and performing play extracts, creating characters, and conveying mood. Enjoy exploring
creative ideas and themes, non-verbal communication using body and space to complement your performances.

Collingwood will fund one Acting grade entry. It is possible that some students may choose to take additional
examinations. In this case parents may be asked to make a voluntary contribution for additional examination fees.
Support is available for families experiencing financial hardship.

LEVEL 1 - you will be entered for grade 3 in Acting

LEVEL 2 - you will be entered for grade 5 in one or more of the following:

Acting
Miming
Devising Drama

Entry Criteria: There are only 60 places on the LAMDA course. Auditions and
interviews may be held at the end of Year 8 if demand for the course is greater
than places available. Student attainment/effort grades and attendance in
Drama will be considered during this process. 

Return to table of contents

Scan this QR code to watch
a video all about studying
LAMDA at Collingwood
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GCSE Modern Languages
Three-year & One-year option

Languages are your gateway to global communication!

As more and more of us travel abroad for our holidays, the
ability to exchange a few words becomes ever more important.
Starting a new language or developing your existing linguistic
skills is an exciting prospect!
During the courses you will learn about these interesting
themes:

Identity and culture
Local area, holiday, and travel
School
Future aspirations, study, and work
International and global dimension

You can study a language over one or three years. 

Examination: listening, reading, writing, and speaking 25% each

Communications Faculty

Ms Bauduin
Head of Languages

EBacc subject

Assessment Details

Careers Link:
Business services, international trade,
translating and interpreting, teaching,

government and public
administration, events planning,

museums, libraries, hospitality and
tourism, media, publishing, science,
engineering, technology, transport,

and logistics.
 

The THREE-YEAR option in French or Spanish is
an excellent way to build your confidence and
basic knowledge (grammar and vocabulary) of a
language before embarking on the exams. This
option allows you to develop and rehearse your
skills at a measured pace and to study a
language thoroughly.

Want to study a language at AS level? This
course will prepare you thoroughly to embark
on an AS course. 

Exam 
Board

Looking ahead: Having a good understanding of a foreign
language is a skill highly regarded by employers and an open
door to numerous career paths. In addition, a GCSE in a modern
foreign language is recognised as an English Baccalaureate
subject. Finally, it will make the process of learning another
foreign language soon or later in life much easier.

The ONE-YEAR option is an exciting course aimed at students
who would like a qualification in Spanish OR French but might
not wish to pursue languages. These students will need to be
dedicated and organised to embark on this intense and fast
paced course.

Is it for me?
Completing a language GCSE is the ideal basis
for progressing to an AS qualification in the
sixth form.

A GCSE in a modern foreign language may be a
requirement for entry to some university
courses.

An ability to communicate in a foreign language
at whatever level is a skill valued by universities
and employers alike. It can create opportunities
for you to work abroad in the future and/or for
companies with international links. 

Return to table of contents

PROGRESSION IN LANGUAGES

Year 9 - Three-year course - French /  Spanish

Year 9 - One-year course -  French /  Spanish

Year 12 - French /  Spanish

Year 13 - French / Spanish

PLEASE NOTE : 
Students who study a language in KS3 and wish to continue in KS4, can ONLY study the same language.
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Silver – Level 2 Qualification 
100% coursework

Music Arts Award
One-year option
CAPA Faculty

Assessment Details

Careers Link:
Performer, Musical Theatre,

Teacher, Composer,
Community music, Electronic

and Computer Music,
Conductor, Music Industry

Roles, Producer, Music
Psychology, Management.

Silver Award

Develop your performing skills with others in groups
Develop your composing skills using a variety of Music Software programmes 
Review concerts 
Produce a project about a Music Career e.g. DJ / Producer / Performer / Composer

Arts Practice
A musical challenge you set yourself. 

Arts Leadership
Plan and deliver 4 short practical workshops for your friends to teach them a new piece of music that you have learnt.
These workshops can be instrumental or vocal, using keyboard, guitar, ukulele, drums, or voice. 

Exam 
Board

This ONE YEAR Arts Award course is a great way for young
people to explore creative skills and complete a nationally
recognised qualification. The Arts Award is based around two
main musical activities: Arts Practice and Arts Leadership. You
will complete your award to gain a Level 2 qualification.

You will have the opportunity to develop as a musician through
learning to play new pieces in a group, reviewing concerts,
completing a project about a musician of your choice, and
composing using music technology.

You will have lots of choice to complete activities around the
area of music which interests you!

Is it for me?

If you enjoy any style of music and want to develop your skills
further this course is for you. The course is open to all students
and follows on from work covered in lessons in years 7 and 8,
there is no need for you to be having instrumental lessons to be
able to choose this one-year option. The course also leads onto
Music at GCSE level for those who want to continue their study
of music in Years 10 and 11.

Return to table of contents

Miss Truglio
Curriculum Lead for Music
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Coursework: 100%

Project - Level 2 Higher
One-year option

Ms Edwards
Project Co-ordinatorAssessment Details

Careers Link:
This qualification provides

skills for higher level academic
study and a variety working

environments. 

Exam 
Board

In this ONE YEAR course you will explore an area of interest
which will either complement your other courses or be
something of interest to you. The outcome will take the form
of a written report, artefact, or performance. 

This qualification is assessed by coursework only and involves
a self-led programme of study which involves independent
work by you. Your teacher will act as a supervisor and will
coach you to: 

Choose an area of interest 
Draft a project title 
Draft aims of the project 
Plan, research and carry out the project 
Provide evidence of all stages of project production 
Deliver a presentation to a specified audience

You will therefore:

Identify, design, plan and complete an individual project 
Obtain and select information from a range of sources
and analyse data appropriately 
Select and use a range of skills, including new technologies
Evaluate outcomes including own learning and
performance
Select and use a range of communication skills and media
to present conclusions.

Project is a qualification that allows you to study a
topic of interest. Here are some examples of
topics chosen in previous years.

How does social media affect a young person's
mental health?
Is racism still a problem in football?
What factors contribute to the success of a
video game?
Is there a link between mental health and
crime?
How has nursing changed over the past 50
years?
Why are tigers becoming extinct?

This subject is for students who can work alone
and motivate themselves. You will have to be
organised and be able to complete work to
deadlines. It is the development of your skills in
research, analysis and argument that are tested in
this qualification and you will also learn the
discipline of independent study. 

Is it for me?

You need to be someone who can work
independently of your teachers and who enjoys
writing.

Return to table of contents
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Contemporary issues in sport – Exam 40%
Performance and leadership in sport – Assignments 40%
Sport and the Media – Assignments 20%

Cambridge National Award
Sports Studies  
One-year option
CAPA Faculty

Mrs Daniel
Teacher of Sports StudiesAssessment Details

Careers Link:
GCSE equivalent, both practical

and theoretical. A suitable stepping
stone into GCSE PE and a slightly
more specific stepping stone into
Year 10 & 11 OCR Sport Science

along with Post 16 qualifications at
Collingwood College sixth form.

Is it for me?

This course will really suit you if you prefer a mixture of
both practical and theory. It is aimed at students who
are keen on developing practical sports performance,
like the idea of working as part of team while coaching 
and having classroom based lessons that teach you the
theory behind the sports industry. Topics studied
include Drugs in Sport, Olympic and Paralympic Legacy
and The Effects of the Media on Sport. 

Students will develop a wide range of highly desirable,
transferable skills such as communication, problem
solving, presentation, team working and performing
under pressure. 

Exam 
Board

This is a one-year qualification that takes an engaging, practical, and inspiring approach to learning and assessment.
The Cambridge National in Sport Studies reflect this and provide students with a broad knowledge and
understanding of different aspects of sports studies, from looking at contemporary issues in sport and the
relationship between sport and the media to developing the practical skills essential for progression into the sports
industry.

Units studied include:

Contemporary issues in sport 
Performance and leadership in sports activities
Sport and the media 

Return to table of contents
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Year 9: We will spend this year focusing on a wide
range of techniques in relation to a range of Textiles
Designers and Artists. Students will build up a
sketchbook whilst doing so. 

Year 10: During the Autumn and Spring Terms,
students will be given a theme, previously used as an
exam title. From here, students will complete a body
of work in relation to the chosen theme in
consultation with their teacher. This body of work will
have a personal significance and will link to the
contexts of contemporary and/or past artists,
designers, or craftspeople. This body of work will be
presented in a sketchbook. A final piece will also be
produced in the form of a garment.

During the Summer Term of Year 10 and the Autumn
Term of Year 11, students will complete a second
portfolio using another previously used theme as a
starting point and will then produce a final piece
suitable for an interior.

This will form 60% of the overall grade.

Component 1: The Portfolio 
                          (60% of qualification, internally assessed, externally moderated) 
Component 2: The Externally Set Practical Assignment 
                          (40% of qualification, internally assessed, externally moderated)

GCSE Textile Design 
Three-year option

Miss Conniford
 Subject Lead for Textiles

Assessment Details

Careers Link:
This course will allow students
to study, Textiles and Art at A-

Level. It will also prepare
students who wish to take a

creative career path.

Exam 
Board

Is it for me?
This course is designed for students who have
enjoyed their Textiles lessons in Year 7 and 8.
Students that choose this course should enjoy
elements such as fashion, design, art, and craft.

TVIBE Faculty

Return to table of contents

Year 11: In January, students will choose their own
starting point from a list given by the exam board.
Students are required to develop a personal response
to one of a varied range of stimuli within specified time
constraints. 

Students must therefore bring together the best of
their understanding, knowledge and skills built up over
their course of study and demonstrate their highest
achievement through this externally set assignment in
the form of woven, knitted, stitched or printed fabrics
combined with their understanding of fibres, yarns and
fabrics.

Students will then have 10 hours to independently
complete their final piece under exam conditions with a
May deadline. 

This will form the other 40% of the overall grade.
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GCSE Art, Craft and Design GCSE Media Studies

GCSE Business GCSE Music

BTEC Tech Award in Child Development
WJEC Level 2 Vocational Award in Performing
Arts (Technical Award)

GCSE Computer Science GCSE Photography

GCSE Drama GCSE Physical Education

GCSE Film Studies GCSE Psychology

GCSE Geography GCSE History

GCSE Sociology OCR Cambridge National in Creative iMedia

OCR Cambridge National in Sport Science

Likely Option Subjects
for Year 10  

Return to table of contents
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